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The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) issued grading guidance to 

Washington State schools on March 20th, 2020 for spring term in response to the closure of 

“traditional” face-to-face schooling due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The rules and guidance vary 

across grade levels; therefore, North Mason Schools have created guidance for elementary, 

middle school, and high school grading for non-home schooled students. 

Elementary Third Trimester Report Card Guidance 

1. Priority standards for new learning and self-assessment tools will be identified by grade level 

teams and agreed upon between buildings. These tools are not for reporting purposes. 

The purpose of these tools is to: 

• guide teachers’ choice of learning materials and activities 

• guide teachers’ plan for assessing student growth toward mastery of standards 

• promote ownership of learning by students 

• provide guidance to parents regarding learning outcomes 

2. Teachers will carry the 2nd trimester scores to 3rd trimester UNLESS the student provides the 

teacher with compelling evidence that they have made independent growth. Third trimester 

scores may not be lower than the second trimester scores. The requirement to report reading 

“on grade level” has been suspended for the trimester. The state is not requiring this reporting. 

3. On the report card under third trimester, any new standards introduced will be noted by an 

asterisk rather than a grade. Progress will be communicated via comments on the report card.  

4. A COVID school closure statement will be provided by the district to include in the comments. 

Report Card comments will be expanded to communicate to students, parents and colleagues 

the progress in each subject area by individual students. If after every effort to assess student 

progress there is insufficient evidence to show growth, that will be noted in the comments. 

 
Middle School Third Trimester Report Card Guidance 
1. We will report on previously assessed report card standards, allowing students to improve 
their performance.  
2. Priority standards for third trimester will be identified by department and submitted to the 
principal.   
3. The report card category containing these priority standards on the report card will be 
reported to students, parents and colleagues as a 2, 3, 4 or Incomplete.   



5. General comments will be expanded to communicate to students, parents and colleagues 
progress made by students or the challenges of participating in distance learning.  
 

North Mason High School Third Trimester Report Card Guidance 

“Every aspect of our American experience has been impacted by the novel coronavirus, 

COVID19. Around the world, 1.6 billion students are out of “traditional” school, including 53 

million U.S. students, 1.1 million of whom are Washington state public school students. We are not 

alone, and we are not losing ground to other nations or other states—the entire planet is facing 

this crisis.”  
– WA State Superintendent Chris Reykdal 

  

 With this difficult time, our school administrators and teachers continue to have conversations 

about best practices for educating students in our community.  Below are our common 

expectations: 

1. Our first goal is to keep teaching standards, so students continue learning.   

2. Please understand that teaching and learning looks different.  Your North Mason 

teachers are continuing to learn how to best meet the needs of our students and 

cautiously make decisions regarding when, how, and why we are teaching the lessons 

that we are. 

3. Each Friday students will receive work from each of their classes.  If you want to pick it up 

from your bus, please notify the bus driver before so you can be added to a list of 

recipients.  School work is also available electronically or from the high school main office 

on Fridays from 10am-1pm.  Work is due each week and may be turned in in the same 

manner you received it. 

4. Students needing a laptop can check one out at school Monday-Friday from 10am-1pm.  

A parent must be present to sign responsibility for the device. 

5. Regardless of media used, the student’s goal should be to achieve proficiency.  

Proficiency is meeting the learning standard objective.  Any student not meeting the 

learning standard will receive feedback from the teacher and given an opportunity to 

resubmit work to prove proficiency. 

6. Teachers will keep Skyward current weekly. Students and their families may access via 

Skyward Family Access.  Please contact a teacher if you have a question. 

7. Following the OSPI state guidelines, NMHS teachers will grade students on the basis of 

meeting proficiency on the expected standards.  Each student who completes work that 

meets those expectations will receive the letter grade “A”.   

8. There is no penalty for work done late, so please get all worked turned in as soon as 

possible even if it is after the given due date. 

9. Any student who does not participate in learning during this time will receive an 

incomplete, not an F; there will be no impact on the student’s GPA. In order to receive a 

grade, students will need to demonstrate competency in the subject area in collaboration 

with the teacher. 


